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           NAVIGATOR S.A.

              9th MARITIME CONFERENCE 

            NAVIGATOR 2009
“Tackling Shipping Issues”
PRESS RELEASE

The annual Maritime Conference NAVIGATOR 2009 was organised for the ninth consecutive year on Wednesday, 4th November 2009 in Athens Golf Club, Glyfada with remarkable success.

The Conference honored with their participation more than 350 of the most distinguished members of the Hellenic Shipping Community (Shipowners, CEO, Executive Directors, General Managers, Operations / Technical / Supply/Crew Managers), representatives of the US Embassy in Athens, well-known international law firms, Hellenic Coast Guard Officers headed by Admiral Sarlis, as well as many International Companies related with the Shipping Industry.

NAVIGATOR 2009 Maritime Conference was organised under the auspices of the Hellenic Ministry of Economy, Competitiveness and Shipping, and was chaired by Professor Alexandros Goulielmos and assisted by John Faraclas of SHIPPING International Monthly Review in London who wrapped-up the event and spoke on Risks and their Remedies. 

Journalists from the Greek and International Shipping Press covered the event, which was also supported by an exhibition of more than a dozen stands that included sponsors, clients and Members of the NAVIGATOR’s international umbrella. 

Mrs. Danae Bezantakou, Managing Director of NAVIGATOR S.A. made the opening address of the Conference, stressing its international importance particularly under the current credit crunch circumstances.

Several interesting speeches followed, one of which was the presentation of the former Deputy Minister of the Hellenic Ministry of Mercantile Marine, The Aegean and Island Policy, Mr. Panos Kammenos, who focused on the changes implemented by the new Government with regards to the Ministry of Mercantile Marine and the Coast Guard. 

Mr. Miltiadis Varvitsiotis, Former Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, also mentioned the same points, with emphasis to the forthcoming new role of the Coast Guard.

The speech of the President of NAVIGATOR S.A. Capt. Dimitris Bezantakos, focused on the critical issue of the new US Regulations covering the inspection and the new mandatory regime for US Towing Companies, whilst the General Director of Athens Exchange, Mr. Gikas Manalis, analyzed the advantages resulting for the Greek Shipping Companies from entering the Hellenic Stock Market. 

Among the distinguished personalities who honored the Conference with their presence were:  Mr. Philip Embiricos, Immediate Past President of BIMCO who delivered a very well construed speech; Mr. Ioannis Pachoulis, President of the Hellenic Shipbrokers Association and Managing Director of MEGACHART INC., with his China trade issues; Mr. Nick Tsavliris, Principal of TSAVLIRIS GROUP with an excellent presentation clearing out the “myths” on Salvage; Mrs. Jenny Pournara, Arbitrator who spoke about the "Piraeus Association for Maritime Arbitration" history and goals  and Rt. Admiral (HN) John Theophanides, demanding a clear mandate on piracy of the Aden/Somali coastal area, declaring same a war zone with whatever this entails, the President of WISTA-Hellas, Mrs. Anna-Maria Monogioudi with WISTA’s importance as well as the introduction of the forthcoming WISTA 2010 International Conference in Athens and Mrs.Yanna Pavlopoulou on the burning issue of Corporate Social Responsibility, complemented the event.

Mr. George Gourdomichalis, Managing Director of GBROS MARITIME S.A., presented the connection between the human element and the environment. His paper was sharp, interesting and to the point.

 

Mr. Michael Bodouroglou, CEO of PARAGON SHIPPING, stated his views, predictions and comments regarding the prospects of dry bulk shipping, a well-delivered paper from an expert in the field.

 

Captain Paul EYRAUD JOLY, CEO of the second biggest Towing Company in the world, BOLUDA FRANCE, talked about the added value and efficient towage service.

The distinguished Speakers with their Presentations triggered the audience’s interest and provoked further questions and discussion.

Over the late lunch at the exhibition hall the networking was on to be only interrupted by the well-awaited lottery and gifts session.

